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REFLECTIONS, &c. 


FIRST DAY. 


How ſcarce true faith 14. 


J. 
Wund the Son of 


Man cometh, ſhall he find 
aith on the earth? Luke 
xviii. 8. If he ſhould now 
come, would he find it 
in us? What fruits of 


faith have we to ſhew ? 
Do we look upon this life, 
only as a ſhort paſſage to 
a better? Do we beheve 
that we muſt ſuffer with 
Jeſus Chriſt, before we 
can reign with him? Do 
we conſider this world 
as a deceitful appearance, 
and death as the entrance 
to true goods? Do we 
live by faith? Does it 
animate us? Do we rel- 
11h the eternal truths it 
preſents us with? Are 
we as Careful to nouriſh 
our ſouls with thoſe 
truths, as to maintain our 
bodies with proper diet? 
Do we accuſtom our- 
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ſelves to ſee all things in 
the light of faith? Do we 
correct all our judgments 
by it? Alas! the greater 


part of Chriſtians think 


and act like mere Hea- 


then. If we judge (as 
we juſtly may) of their 
faith by their practice, 
we muſt conclude the 


have no faith at all. 


II. Let us fear, leſt 
the kingdom of God 
ſhould be taken from us, 


and given to others, who 


may bear better fruits. 
That kingdom of God is 


faith reigning in us, 


and governing all our 


thoughts, Happy he, 


who has eyes to ſee this 
kingdom. Fleſh and 
blood cannot difcern it. 
The wiſdom of the ani- 
mal man is wilfully blind 
to it. The inward op- 


erations of God appear 


as a dream to him. To 
know the wonders of 
God's kingdom, we muſt 


be born again; and to 


be born again, we muft 
die: this 15 what the 
world cannot conſent to. 


Let the world then deſ- 


piſe and cenſure, and 
condemn the truth, as it 
pleaſes: as for us, O 
Lord, thou haſt com- 
manded us to believe, 
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and to taſte thy A 
gift. We deſire to be of 
the number of thine elect, 
and we know that no 
perſon can be of that 
number, who does not 
conform his life to what 
thou teacheſt. 


SECOND DAY. 
_ Of the only away to heaven. 


: Stave fo enter in 
at the ſtrait gate, Matth. 

vii. 13. The kingdom of 
heaven is not to be en- 
tered but by violence: 
it muſt be taken, as it 


were, by aſſault, like a 
beſieged place. The gate 
is ſtrait and narrow, we 
muſt bow, we maſt bend, 
we muſt make ourſelves 
little to gain admittance, 
The great gate, which 
opens wide, and is paſ- 
ſed by multitudes, leads 
to perdition. All broad 
and ſmooth ways are 
dangerous. Woe to us, 
when theworld favours us, 
and our life ſeems void 
of trouble. Croſſes and 
dificulties are the ſureſt 
marks of the way to hea- 
ven. Let us be aware, 
therefore, of going on 
with the multitude, and 
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let us ſeek the traces of 
the few; let us follow 
the footſteps of the faints 
along the craggy paths of 

repentance; climbing o- 
ver the rocks, ſeeking 
ſecure places in the ſweat 
of our face, and expecting 
that the laſt ſtep of our 
lives ſnould ſtill be a vi- 
olent ſtruggle to enter 
the narrow gate of eter- 
nity. | 
JI. We are not pre- 
deſcinated by God, but 
to be made conformable 
to the image of his Son; 
to be faſtened, as he was, 
to a croſs, renouncing, as 


he did, all ſenſual plea- 
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ſures; and to be content, 


like him, in the midſt of 
ſufferings. But, blind 
as we are, we would get 
down from this croſs, 
which unites us to our 
Maſter. We cannot 
leave the croſs, but we 
muſt alſo forſake Chriſt 
crucified ; for the croſs 
and he are inſeparable. 
Let us then live and die 
with him, who came to 


ſhew us the true way to. 


heaven; and let our on- 
ly fear be, left we ſhould 
not finiſh our ſacrifice 
on the ſame altar, where- 
on his was conſummated, 
Alas? all our endeavours 
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here tend to be more at 
_ eaſe, and thereby to with- 
draw ourſelves from the 
true way to heaven, We 
know 'not what we do. 
We do not comprehend 
the myſtery of grace, 
which joins a beatitude 
with tears, pronouncing 
the mourners happy. The 
way which leads to a 
throne, is delightful, al- 
though it ſhould be over- 
grown with thorns. The 
way which leads to a 
precipice is dreadful, al- 
though it ſhould be cov- 
ered with roles. We 
ſuffer, but we ſee heaven 
open: we ſuffer, but we 
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chooſe to ſuffer: we love 
God, and are beloved of 
him. 
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THIRD DAY. 


Of true devotion. 


I. How frequently do 


men deceive themſelves 


by that vain religion, 


which St. James warns 
us of, chap. i. 26. Some 


think it conſiſts in ſay- 


ing over many prayers, 
others, in doing many 
outward works to the 
glory of God and ſervice 
of our neighbour. Some 
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place it in continual de- 
fires of Salvation, and 
others 'in great mortifi- 
cations, Theſe things 
are all good, and even 
neceſſary, to a certain 
degree, but none of theſe 
is the principal thing, or 
eſſence of true piety. 
That piety by which we 
are ſanctified, and en- 
tirely devoted to God, 
conſiſts in doing his will 
preciſely in all circum- 
ſtances of life. Take 
what ſteps you pleaſe, 
do what good works 
you will, yet fhall 
you not be rewarded, 
but for having done the 
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will of the Sovereign 
Maſter. Aithough your 
ſervant ſhould do won- 
ders, yet if he did not 
that very buſineſs which 
you would have done, 
you would not value his 
performances, and might 
juſtly complain of him 
as a bad ſervant. 

IT. That perfect de- 
voting ourſelves to God, 
from which devotion has 
its name, requires that 
we ſhould not only do 
the will of God, but al- 
ſo, that we ſhould do it 
with love. e loweth a 
cheerful giver, and with- 
out the heart, no obedi- 


15 
ence is acceptable to him. 
We ought to think it an 
happineſs to ſerve ſuch 
a Maſter. Let me add, 
that this devoting our- 
ſelves to God, muſt be 
habitual; we muſt be a- 
like reſigned to him in 
all circumſtances, even 
thoſe that are moſt op- 
poſite to our views, our 
inclinations, and our pro- 
jets; and it muſt keep 
us in a conſtant readi- 
neſs to part with our 
eſtate, our time, our lib- 
erty, our life, and our 
reputation. To be ef- 
fectually in this diſpo- 
ſition, is to have true 


16 
devotion. But as the 
will of God is often hid 
from us, there is ſtill one 
ſtep farther to make in 
this renouncing our- 
ſelves; it is to do the 
divine will with blind 
obedience, I ſay a blind, 
but judicious obedience. 
This is what all men are 
obliged to; even thoſe 
who are moſt enlightened, 
and capable to lead others 
to God, muſt themſelvs 
ſubmit to be led by him, 
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FOURTH DAY. 


Concerning imperfed? Con- 


verſions. 


3 Sour perſons, who 
have been long eſtranged 
from God, and are, as it 
were, at a great diſtance 
from him, think their 
return to him perfect, as 
ſoon as they have taken 
a few ſteps towards it. 
The moſt polite and ſen- 
ſible men are, upon this 
occaſion, as ignorant and 
abſurd, as ſome country 
clown, who ſhould think 
himſelf well at court, 
becauſe he had ſeen the 
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18 
king. They have for- 


ſaken the more heinous 
kind of vices, their way 
of living is leſs criminal 
than it uſed to be. And 
then they judge of them- 
ſelves, not by thy goſ- 
pet (the only ſure rule) 

ut by comparing their 
preſent life with their 
former. By theſe means 
they hr Bore them- 
ſelves, that they are in a 
ſafe condition; and take 
no farther care for their 
ſalvation. This ſtate, 
perhaps, is more danger- 
ous, than that of notori- 
ous ſinners; for the con- 
dition of theſe laſt may 
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3 or other trou- 
ble their conſciences, 
and put them upon en- 
deavours of amendment: 
but the imperfect conver- 
ſion of the former, ſerves 
only to ſtifle the remorſe 
of conſcience, to give 
them a falſe ſecurity, and 
render their malady in- 
curable. 

I have examined my 
paſt life, ſaith one, and 
remarked the faults of 
it: I read good books, I 
go to church conftantly, 
and ſay my prayers, as 
1 think, heartily enough. 
I now refrain from all 
great ſins at leaſt, but J 


cannot ſay, that I am ſo 
far affected, as to live as 
if I did not belong to the 
world, and kept no mea- 
ſures with it. Religion 
would be too rigorous, if 


it left no room for ſome 


mollifying expedients. 
The refinements in devo- 
tion, which ſome propoſe 
to us, are carried too far, 
and ſerve only to diſ- 
courage men. Such are 
the ſentiments of a luke- 


warm Chriſtian, who 


would purchaſe heaven 
at a cheap rate, who 
confiders not what 1s 
due to God, nor what it 
las colt thoſe, who have 
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attained the enjoyment 
of him. A man of this 
character is ſtill far from 
Xx true converſion: he 
knows neither the extent 


of God's law, nor the 


duties of repentance. If 
he had been to make the 
goſpel, it would have 
been a different kind of 
inſtitution, and more in- 
dulgent to ſelf- love. But 
the goſpel is unchangea- 
ble, and by that we ſhall 
be judged at the laſt day. 
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FIFTH DAY. 
* Of renouncing the woiid. 


- 3 FR not the auorld, 
neither the things that are 
in the world, 1 Jolin ii. 15. 
How comprehenſive are 
theſe words! The world 
is that blind and deprav- 
ed multitude, which je- 
ſus Chriſt condemns in 


* The meditation for this 
day in the French, turns fo 
much upon the different ſenſes 
of the word Eſprit, which can- 
not be rendered in Engliſh, 


that it was thought proper to 


ſubſtitute this, taken from ano- 
ther part of the Author, in its 
ſtead. 
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his goſpel, and for which 
he refuſed to pray at his 
death. The world, in 
one word, is all thoſe 
who love themſelves, or 
the creatures, without 


regard to God: we are 


then that world our- 
ſelves, as long as we ſo 
love ourſelves, and ſeek 
that in the creatures, 
which can be found only 
in God. Happy that 
apoſtle, to auhom the world 
quas crucified, and he cru- 
| Cified to the world, Gal. 
vi. 4. 

II. What a happineſs 
is it to be convinced, 
how truly contemptible 
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ſaking it. 


tian has already renounc- 


thoſe 
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the world is! He that 


parts with the world for 


God, parts with but a 


"trifle; and they are la- 


mentably weak, who 
think they have done 
ſome great matter in for- 


Every chriſ- 


ed it in his baptiſm; 
who live in the 
ſtricteſt retirement, only 
keep to that engagement 
with more precaution 
than others. To ſeek 


the haven is to fly the 
ſtorm. 
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SIXTH DAY. 


Of patience in 4 Hering. 
I. In your patience poſ- 


1 / ſe ye your fouls, Luke 
xxi. 19. The ſoul loſes 


itſelf by impatience ; | 


whereas, when it ſub- 
mits without repining, 


it poſſeſſes itſelf in 


peace, and it alſo poſ- 
ſeſſes God, To be im- 
patient, is to will what 
one has not; or not to 
will what one has. An 
impatient ſoul is a ſlave 
to paſſion, having caft 
off the reſtraints of rea- 
ſon and faith: what 


oO 
— 


1 
% 
19 
E 
19 * 

. 
* 0 
5 
p 
ms 
f 
7 
U 
14 
N 
L 
* 
* 
i 
— 
+ 
5, 
1 
1. : 
1 
5 


Fr 
— 
r 


— x 9 — 2 — 
— ES 27S; (5h 
Ty. 57 er —E wes 


a . e 
— FTI ron a on OC 


e et a 
Ca © 


OT OO 


on] SEATS 


weakneſs! what error is 
this! As long as we evi/l 
the evil we endure, it 1s 
not evil; why then 
ſhould we make it a real 
evil, by refuſing to bear 
it willingly? The in- 


ward peace reſides, not 


in the ſenſes, or inferior 
appetites, byt in the 
will. It may be pre- 
ſerved amidit the bit- 
tereſt ſorrows, as long as 
the will continues in a 


firm reſignation. Peace 


here below conſiſts not 
in an exemption from 
ſuffering, but in a vo- 
luntary acceptance of 
it. e 
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27 
II. To hear your mur- 
muring and repining, it 
would ſeem that you are 
the moſt innocent ſoul 
living; and that it is 
great injuſtice, that you 


are not admitted into the 


terreſtrial paradiſe. Re- 
member how you have 
offended God, and you 
muſt acknowledge his 
righteous dealing with 
you. Confeſs to him, 
with the humility of the 
prodigal ſon, Father, I 
have ſinned againſt hea- 


den, and thee : I know 


how I am indebted to 
thy juſtice, but I have 
not myſelf the courage 
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to diſcharge the debt. 
If it were left to me, I 
ſhould deceive, I ſhould 
ſpare, I ſhould betray 
myſelf. But thy merci- | 
ful hand executes what | 
I ſhould never have had 
the courage to do; it 
corrects me in love.— 


Grant alſo that I may 


endure, with patience its 
ſalutary corrections. If 


a ſinner has a juſt indig- 


nation againſt himſelf, 
the leaſt he can do is, 
to receive the penance 
which he has not the 
fortitude to chooſe. 
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' SEVENTH DAY. 


Of ſubmiſſion and confare 
mity to the will of God. 


E $ 3 bill be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. 
Nothing is done here, 
any more than in heaven, 
but by the will or per- 


miſſion of God: but 


men do not always love 


that will, becauſe it is 


often oppoſite to their 


deſires. If we ſincerely 


loved this will of God, 
and only this, we ſhould 
change our earth into an 
heaven. We ſhould 
thank God for every 


thing, for evil as well as 
good; becauſe evil would 
become good from his 
hand. We ſhould not 
then murmur at the 
ee of Providence, 
but approve and adore 
it. O my God, what do 
T ſee in the courſe of 
the ſtars, in the revolu- 
tions of ſeaſons, in the 
events of life, but the 
accompliſhment of thy 
will: may it alſo be ac- 
compliſhed in me : may 
I love it: may it ſweeten 
and endear all events to 
me: may I annihilate 
my own, to make thy 
will reign in me. For it 
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31. 
is thine, O Lord, to will, 
and mine to obey. 

II. Thou haſt ſaid, O 
Lord Jeſus, of thyſelf, 
with relation to thy hea- 
venly Father, That thou 
always did/t what pleaſed 
him, John vil. 9. Teach 
us how far that example 
ſhould lead us. Thou art 
our pattern. Thou didſt 
nothing upon earth but 
according to the will of 
thy Father, who vouch- 
ſafes alſo to be called ours. 
Do thou fulfl his will in 
us, as thou didſt in thy- 
ſelf. Grant, that we, be- 
ing inſeparably united to 
thee, may never ſeek to 
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do our own will, but 275. 
ſo that not only our re- 
ligious actions, but even 
our eating, ſleeping, con- 


verſing, may all be done 


with no other view but 
that of pleaſing him.— 
Then ſhall our whole 
conduct be ſanctified. 
Then ſhall all our deeds 
become a continual ſa- 
crifice, inceſſant prayer, 
and uninterrupted love. 
When, O Lord, ſhall we 
arrive at this diſpoſition ? 


Do thou vouchſafe to 


conduct us thither : do 
thou vouchſafe to ſub- 


due our rebellions will 
by thy grace, for it 
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knows not what it-would 
have, and nothing is truly 
good, but a conformity 
to thy Will. 
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EIGHTH DAY. 
OF prayer. 
I P. AY avithout ceafe, ing, 


1 Theſſ. v. 19. Such is 


our dependance upon 


God, that we are ob- 
liged, not only to do 
every thing ſor his ſake, 
but alſo to ſeek from 
him the very power ſo 
to do. And this happy 
neceflity of OY re- 
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courſe to him in all our 
wants, inſtead of being 


grievous to us, ſhould be 


= greateſt conſolation, 


What a happineſs is it, 
that we are allowed to 
ſpeak to him with con- 
tidence, to open our 
hearts, and hold familiar 
converſation with him 
by prayer: he himſelf 
invites us to it; and as 
St. Cyprian well ob- 
ſerves, we may judge 
how ready he is to give 
us thoſe good things, 
which he himſelf ſolicits 
us to aſk of him. Let 
us pray then with faith, 
and not loſe the fruit of 
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our prayers by a waver- 
ing uncertainty ; which, 
as St, James teſtifies, 
hinders the ſucceſs of 
them. The ſame apoſtle 
adviſes us to pray when 
we are in trouble, be- 
cauſe thereby we ſhould 
find conſolation : yet we 
are ſo wretched that this 
heavenly employment is 
often a burthen, inſtead 
of a comfort to us.— 
The lukewarmneſs of 
our prayers 1s the ſource 
of all-our other infide- 


TE! 

. As and it ſpall 
be poo, you feel, and 
ye 8 find ; knock, and 


it ſhall be opened unto 
you, Matth. vii. 7. If 
riches were to be had 
for aſking, with what 
earneſtneſs, aſſiduity, 
and perſeverance, would 
men aſk for them? If 
treaſures, were to be 
found with looking for, 
what place would eſ- 
cape their ſearch? If 
by knocking they could 
gain admittance into the 
king's counſel, or the 
higheſt places of prefer- 
ment, what a knocking 
ſhould we hear ? Divine 
race is the only true 
good, yet the only thing 
they neglect ; the only 


37 
thing which they have 
not patience to wait for. 
The promiſe of Chriſt is 
infallibly certain, and it 
is our own fault, if we 
do not find the effect of 
1 ET 
BHS 
NINTH DAY. 


Of hearkening 10 the vice 
of God. 


* Lozp, to auhom ſhall 
abe go? thou haſt the 
words of eternal life, John 
vi. 68. *Tis Jeſus Chriſt 
who muſt be hearkened 
to: men are no farther 
to be heard or believed, 


than as they have the 
truth and authority of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Books 
are only ſo far good as 
they teach us tae got- 

pel. Let us go then to 
this ſacred ſource. He 
therefore only ſpoke and 
acted, that we may heir 

him, and a poly ourſelves 
to ſtudy the part! 5 


of his life. Wretched 


as WE are, we follow our 
own vain thoughts, and 
neglect the truth itſelt, 
whoſe words vive eterna! 


life. O uncreated Word, 
yet incarnate for me, 


make thyſelf underfoo 
in my ſoul. Speak, Lord, 
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for thy ſervant heareth, 
and defireth to obey 
thee. 

II. Men often. ſay, 
that they would glad iy 
know what th. ey ons 
do to advance in virtue, 
But when the r ar 
God has taught us wber 
is to be done, our courege 
often fails in the exc- 
cution. We eaſily ſee 
that we are not what we 
ought to be; yet we 
think we do a great deal 
in barely wiſhing that 
we were better. Al 
kinds of wiſhing or wi'- 
ling, that are not ſtrong 
enough to make xs ſacr.- 


PE N F 
3 

WT 7 ob 
3 fice whatever is an ob- 


ſtacle to 1 in our way 
to God, paſs for nothing. 
: Let us, therefore, no 
| longer hold the truth cap- 
tive in an unrighteous 
F Jukewarmneſs. Let us 
hear what God ſuggeſts 
to us. Let us prove the 
ipirit that moves us, 
to diſcern whether 1t be 


1 of God; and if it be, let 
8 nothing hinder our obe- 
5 dience. The Pſalmiſt 
Th prayed to God, not only 


to teach him his will, but 

alſo to teach him to do 
it. Teach me to do thy 

4 «vill, for thon art my God: 
thy Spirit is good, lead me 


8 
* Int 
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uto the land of” upright- 
neſs, Plal. cxliii. 10. 


| N 
TENTH DAY. 


Of the right uſe of 
ictions. 


1. Saws d are 


Chrift*s have crucified the 
fleſh, with the Tce. 
and Iufts, Gal. v. 24. 
The more we fear croſſes, 
the more reaſon have we 
to think that we want 
them: let us not be diſ- 
couraged, when the hand 
of God lay eth heavy ones 
upon us. We ought to 


. 
ax 


4 


judge of th: violence of 
our diſeaſ by the vio- 
lence oo the remedies 
which our ſpiriteal Phy- 
ſician preſcribes us. it 
15 a great argument of 
our own - wretched dneſs, 
and of God's mercy, that 
notwithſtanding the dif- 
ficulty of our recovery, 
he vouchſafes to under- 
take our cure. Let us 
they draw from our very 
aNHiHions a ſource of 
8 of comfort, and 
truſt in God, ſaying with 
his apoſtle, our light af- 
Hiction, aich is but for 
a moment, wworketh for us 
à far more exceeding and 


eternal aver * ef glery, 2 
Cor. iv. 17. Ble ſſed are 
they which mourn, and 
ſow in tears, becauſe 
they ſhall f with in- 
effable joy the harveſt of 
eternal felicity. 

II. Jam cruc oe avith 
Chriſt, {aid St. Paul; we 
are faſtened to 2 croſs 
with him, and- by him; 

for his grace keeps us 
there, and for his fake 
we chooſe to continue 
there, leaſt by forſaking 
it, we ſhould part there- 
rae bh {ateriag and 
e Jeſus! to whoſe 
e e J unite vie, 
do A ai communicate to 
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me, together with thy 
croſs, alſo thy ſpirit of 
love and reſignation. 
Make me think leſs of 
my ſufferings, than of 
the happineſs of ſuffer- 
ing with thee. Make 
me love thee, and I ſhall 
not fear the croſs; and 
although my ſufferings 
ſhould be very great, 
yet will they not be 
greater than I chooſe to 
endure. 


„„ 
ELEVENTH DAY. 


Of meekneſs and humility. 


. 


* LaARN of me, for I 

am mech and lowly of heart, 
Matth. xi. 2g. If any 
other than Jeſus had 
taught this leſſon, the. 
imperfection of the 


teacher would have fur- 


niſhed . us with objec- 
tions to the doctrine. 
He therefore taught it 
himſelf, and that too by 
his own example, which 
is ſuch as ſhould ſilence 
all objections; ſuch as 
ſhould make us adore, 
be confounded, and imi- 


1 
tate. What! the Son 
of God deſcends from 
heaven to earth, takes a 


corruptible body, and 


dies upon the croſs, to 


ſhame us. out of our 
pride! He who is All, 
annihilates himſelf ; and 
I, who am nothing, 
would be, at leaſt would 
have others think me, 
quite other than what 
Jam! What an im- 
pudent vanity, and di- 
abolical preſumption is 
this! our Lord ſaith not, 
Be ye meek and lowly: but 
he ſaith, IJ am meek and 
lowly of heart 5 it is e- 
nough to know that he 


„ . 
is humble, to conclude 
that we ought to be ſo. 
His example is ſuch an 
authority, as none may 
find a diſpenſation for, 
much leſs the finner, 
who may well chooſe 
humility, when he has 
deſerved damnation. 
II. Our Lord joins 
meekneſs with humility, 
becauſe humility is the 
ſource of true meekneſs. 
Pride is ever naughty, 
impatient, and captious ; | 
but he who deſpiſes him- 
ſelf, is content to be def- 
piſed. He who thinks 
nothing due to him, will 
not think himſelf neg- 
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| 48 
lected. The true virtue 
of meekre's is never the 
effect of conſtitution; all 

appearances of it, that 
are the product of mere 
nature, ariſe from weak- 
neſs, indolence, or cun- 
ning, To be meek to- 
wards others, we muſt 
renounce ourſelves. 

To meekneſs, our Lord 
adds lowlineſs of heart ; 
it is no ſpeculative con- 
viction he requires, but 

the real bent and incli- 
nation of the heart; it 
is a lowlineſs to which 
the will conſents, and 
which it loves for the 
glory of God; it is an 


" 
entire diſtruſt of our. 1 
ſelves, our own parts and 9 
abilities, that we may in 
owe our cure to God 
alone. To deſpair at the 
fight of our own wretch- 
edneſs is not humility, 
but a. moſt abominable 
kind of pride. 
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TWELFTH DAY. 
Of the faults of others. 


8 EAR ye one another, 
burdens, Gal. vi. 2. Cha- 
rity does not require of 
us, that we ſhould not 
fee the faults of others, 
but that we ſhould avoid 
all needleſs and volun- 
tary obſerving them; 
and that we ſhould not 
be hlind to their good 
qualities, when we are 
ſo ſharp-ſighted to their 
bad ones. We ſhould 
always remember what a 
change God may every 
moment work in the 
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51 
noſt unworthy of men; 
we ſhould bear in mind 
the many reaſons we 
have to deſpiſe ourſelves, 
and conſider that true 
charity, as it ſees all 
things in the ſame light 
that God does, mult con- 
ſequently extend itſelf 
to the meaneſt of his 
creatures. Grace does 
not take away our know- 
ledge of what is contemp- 
tible but it teaches us to 
bear with it in a devout 
ſubmiſſion to the ſecret 


deſigns of Providence. It 


doos not permit us to 
humour ourſelves in an 
impatient or diſdainful 
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temper; and as it makes 
us principally regard, 
and only rely upon God, 
ſo it prevents our being 
diſappointed or provok- 


ed at the folly and cor- 


ruption we ſee in the 
ward. | 

II. What, if others are 
weak, is that a reaſon 
for your no longer keep- 
ing any . With 
them? You, that com- 
plain of their troubling 
you, do you give no- 
body any trouble ? You, 
that are ſo much ſhocked 
at the faults you ſee, are 
vou yourſelf * without 
faults? If all, to whom 


53 


you have been trouble- 
ſome, ſhould return the 
trouble they have had 
with you, you would be 
oppreſſed with the 
weight, And beſides, 
cven ſuppoſing that men 
had norhing to reproach 
you with, yet conſider 
arther, what obligations 
you lie under from God, 
to ſhew that forbearance 
towards others, for which 
you know you have ſuch 
abundant cccafion at his 
hands. 


„2 
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THIRTEENTH DAY. 
Of the ene thing neceſſary. 
1 Ear ; 


E 1 HOU art troubled 
and careful about many 
things, but one thing is 
needful, Luke x. 41. We 
think we have many bu- 
finefleſs to do, and we 
have but one. If that 
be performed, the othe s 
are included in it. If 
that miſcarry, whatever 
ſucceſs the others may 
ſeem to have, they will 
all come to nothing.— 
Why ſhould we then di- 
vide our heart, and our 
care? O my only buſineſs, 


* 
thou ſhalt henceforward 
be my only care! In 
the ray of divine light, 
I will each moment 
peaceably perform, ac- 
cording to my abilities, 
what Providence puts in 
my way. I will be care- 
ful. for nothing elſe, be- 
cauſe nothing elſe is my 
bufineſs. | 

II. I hawe finiſhed the 
ort, ewhich thou, O 
Father, ga veſt me to do, 
John vii. 4. Each of us 
hould be able to ſay as 
much at the day of judg- 
ment. l ought to conſi- 
der the buſineſs, which 
occurs in the daily order 


of Providence, as the 
work which God appoints 
me; and I ſhould apply 


myſelf to it in a manner 


worthy of God, viz. witk 
exactneſs, and with tran- 
quillity. I ought not to 
neglect any thing, or be 
paſſionately vehement 
about any thing, for it is 
dangerous to do the work 


of the Lord negligently 


on the one hand, or on 


the other, to appropriate 
it to ourſelves by _ 
love and falſe zeal: 1 

this laſt caſe, we do our 
actions from a principle 
of ſelf-will; we are ca- 
ger and anxious for the 
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ſacceſs, and that under 
the pretence of ſeeking 
the glory of God. Thus 
ſelf-love diſguiſes itſelf 
under the appearance of 
zeal; and grieves, and is 
afflicted, when it mii- 
carries in its deſigns. O 
God, grant me the grace 
to be faithful in the ac- 
tion, and „ as to 
the ſucceſs! My only 
buſineſs is to do ty will, 
and to do it as thy will, 
not forgetting thee in 
the performance of it. 
It is thine to give my 
feeble endeavours the 
ſucceſs thou pleaſeſt, even 
none if thou ſeeſt fit. 


»thoſe who are fond of 


FOURTEENTH PAV. 
Of rep aring for death. 


9. 
2 HOU feel, this 
Ly ſpall thy jeul be re- 
guired of thee ; then 2e 
. all theſe things be which 
thou haſt provided ? Luke 
Xi1. 20. Deplorable is 
the blindneſs of men,who 
will not think of death, 
but divert their minds 
e from a thing 
that is incvitable, and 
which they might ren- 
der happy by thinking 
of it. Nothing is 10 
dreadful as death, to 


| "SY 
life. It is ftrange, that 
the experience of ſo ma- 
ny ages ſhould not make 
us judge ſolidly of the 
preſent, and of the fu- 
ture, ſo as to take pro- 
per meaſures in the one 
for the other. We doat 
upon this world, as if it 
were never to hove an 
end; and we neglect the 
the next, as if it were 
never to have a begin- 
ning. 

II. Therefore be ye al- 
fo reary : for in ſuch an 

eur, as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh, Matt. 
xxiv. 44. Theſe words 
are addreſſed to every 
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one of us in particular, 
Vet all men (for few even 
among perſons of piety 


are to be excepted) reck- ”* 
on upon a long life, and i © 
form projects according- 1 
Iy. And what is the t 
reaſon of ſuch an obſti- * 


nate hope of life? it is 
becauſe we love it paſ- 
ſionately. And whence 
is it that we affect to 
remove death at ſuch a 
diſtance from us? it is 
becauſe we do not love 
the kingdom of God, and 
the grandeurs of the 
world to come. O pros 
and ſtupid mortals, who 
cannot raiſe themſelves 


eee Fas LD eee av e ee 


above this earth, where- 
in, even by their own 
confeſſion, they are miſe- 
rable! The true manner 


of preparing for the laſt 


moment, 1s to ſpend all 
the others well, and ever 
to expect that, 
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- FIFTEENTH DAY. 
OF our hopes in eternity, 


8 
I; En hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither hast 
entered into the heart if 
man, the things which God 


hath prepared for then 


that lowe him, 1 Cor. ii. 
9. What proportion 1 
there betwixt what we 
do upon earth, and what 
we hope for in heaven! 
The primitive chriſtians 
rejoiced through this 
hope inceſſantly : hes 


ven ſeemed ever open 


before them. Neither 


troubles, nor diſgraces; 


neither torments, nor 


cruel death, could di- 


vert them from the view 
of it. They knew the 
infinite bounty that was 
to reward their pains ; 
therefore they thought 
they conld- never ſufter 
enough. They were 
tranſported with joy, 
when they were found 
worthy of ſome great 
hümiliation; and we, 
lukewarm ſouls, we 
would ſuffer nothing; 
and ' the feaſon is, be- 
cauſe we want thoſe 
hopes that ſhould ſup- 
port us. We. fink un- 
der the lighteſt crofles, 


even under thoſe that 
ſpring from our pride, 


_ folly, or effeminacy. 


II. Zhoje who ſow in 


tears fhall reap in joy, 


Pſal. cxxv. 5. We mutt 
ſow, that we may reap, 
and this life is the ſeed 
time; in the next, we 
ſhall reap the fruit of 
our labours. The carnal 
man, lazy and;- haſty, 
v/o reap nt ſow- 
ing. We „ a+ ſerve 
God at little coſt; We 
would have the ways to 


him made wide, and 


ſmooth, and eaſy. To 


hope much, and ſuffer 


little, is what ſelf-· love 


65 


aims at. Blind that we are, 
ſhall we never ſee that 
the kingdom of heaven 
ſuffers violence, and thut 
only thoſe who do them- 
ſelves violence, are wor- 
thy to enter into it. Let 
u mourn. and be in grief 
here below, ſince Bleed 
are they that mourn : and 
woe 1s pronounced to 
thoſe, whos eive their 
conſolation! Wj this Ste. 
The timeovwill come, 
when all vain joys will 
be confounded. The 
world ſhall weep in its 
turn, and God {hall wipe 
all tears from our eyes. 
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SIXTEENTH DAY. 
Of our daily bread. 


; Ber us this day 


our daily bread. By this 
bread 1s meant not only 
the bodily food, which 
Providence ſapphes us . 
I 


with, but alſo that nou- 
riſhment of truth, which 
he daily provides for our 
ſouls; it is the breads 
which nouriſbeth to eter- y 
nal 2 which makes N 
the ſoul encreaſe, andi 
row ſtrong in the 3 
of faith, This God al. 
lots us each day; ap— 
pointing preciſely tho!? th, 


67 
inward diſpoſitions and 
outward circumſtances, 
which are moſt proper 


to make us advance in 
faith and ſelf-denial ; 


iy 22d we receive our daily 
= bread from him, in ac- 
us cepting, as from his 
zu- hand, all his appoint- 
ich nents. 5 

dur II. Hunger is what 
eadl gives a reliſh to food, 
„and makes it digeſt.— 
75 Why have we not an 


hunger and thirſt for 
righteouſneſs? Why are 
not our ſpiritual appe- 
tites as keen as thoſe of 
the body? We think 
the man ſick, who has 


loſt his appetite ; and ſo 
it is with our fouls; they 
languiſh, and are in an 
evil ſtate, as long as they 
are without a ſpiritual 

unger for that food, 
Which cometh from God. 
The nouriſhment of the 
ſoul is truth and righte- 
ouſneſs, To know what 
18 truly good, to be filled 
with it, to be ſtrengthen- 
ed by it, hat is the ſpi- 
ritual food, the bread of 
heaven. we are to feed 
upon. Let us appear 
before God with the 
earneſtneſs of beggars, 
who crave ſome hreac to 
ſubſiſt on. The work 


69 
kind of poverty is, not 
to be ſenſible of our 
wants. Let us, there- 
fore, read and pray with 
this mental hunger for 
what ſhould feed our 
ſouls; with this veke- 
ment thirſt for that 
water which ſpringeth 
up into everlaſting life. 
Nothing but an earneſt 
and continual deſire of 
inſtruction, can qualify 
us for the knowledge of 
the wondrous things of 
God's law. Every one 
receives this knowledge 
onlv in the ſame degree 
as he deſires it. A great 
degree of this deſire 1s 


the proper preparation 
for receiving the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Sup- 
per. 


S* 
SEVENTEENTH DAY. 
Of znward peace. 


J. 1 EACE I leave auith 
you, my peace I give unto 
you, not as the qavorld 
giveth, give J unto you, 
john xiv. 27. All men 
ſeek peace, but they ſeek 
it where it is not to be 
found; they ſeek it in 

the world, which is ever 
promiſing, but can never 
give us a ſolid peace: 
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71 
that is the gift of Chriſt 
alone, who reconciles 
the man to himſelf, ſub- 
dues the paſſions, ſets 
bounds to the deſires, 


' inipires the hopes of e- 


ternal bliſs, and gives 
the joy of the Holy 


Ghoſt, ſuch a joy as per- 


ſiſts in the midit of ſuf- 
ferings, and flowing from 
an inexhauſtible ſource, 
becomes a perpetual 
ſpring of delight, which 
the world cannot inter- 
rupt or diminiſh, 

II. True peace is not 
to be found, but in the 
poſſeſſion of God; and 
the poſſeſſion of God 


„ere 
— 
ns 


—— — — 
ä ES —P 2 * r 


c 
— og 
au 


w 


a ws Wo 8 
. 2 


* 1 
14 
* 
1 
I”; 
| 
i 
i 
i 
* 
0 
. 
-$ 
2 
; 


* 
N 1 

1 — 7 
WEIS: 
a 

FI, 


N * ä 8 2 


cannot be attained but 
by faith and obedience: 
remove all forbidden ob- 


jects: renounce all un- 


lawful defires : caſt off all 
earneſt care and anxiety : 
defire only God: feel: 
only God: and then you 
ſhall have peace, ſuch a 
peace as the world ſhall 
not be able to diſturb, 
For what can trouble 
you? Is it poverty, dil- 
grace, ditappointments, 
outward or inward crol- 
ies? You ſhould ſee all 
theſe in the hand of God 
as real favours, which heſ 
vonchſafes to give you 
4 thare in. Then tif 
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73 
world will have a new 
appearance to you, and 


your peace prove invio- 
lable. 


S 
EIGHTEENTH DAY. 
OF deceitul joys. 


* 1 Said of laughter, it 


ig mad: and of marth, 


what doth it? Eccleſ. ii. 
2. The joys of worldly. 
minded men are lik 

thoſe of delirious per- 
ſons, who have loſt their 
reaſon by diltemper.— 
Deluſion is the orly cauſe 
of their pleaſure : they 


2 8 FED oh a 


think themſelves in a- 
bundance, when in rea- 
lity they are quite deſti- 
tute. Death will end 
this dream of folly, and 
when they awake, they 
' ſhall be confounded at 
their poverty. Mitera- 
ble, therefore, are thoſe, 
whom the falſe pleaſures 
of the world render in- 
capable of true conſola- 
tion. Let us ſay con- 
tinually of- ſuch vain 
Mirth, what doth it? 
Nothing is a ſolid ſub- 
Jet of Joys but our 
hopes of God's favour ; 
all other delight is but a 
dream. 


75 
II. Jeſus ſaid to the 
woman of Samaria, wwho- 
foever drinketh of this 
water ſhall thirſt again, 
John iv. 13. This may 
be applied to all worldly 
ſatisfactions; the more 
we enjoy them, the more 
we want them. The 
poſſeſſion of riches does 
but encreaſe our thirft 
of them. Avarice and 
ambition are more un-- 
eaſy for what they have 
not, than pleaſed with 
what they have. Ihe 
enjoyment of pleaſure 
ſoftens the ſoul, and 
makes it unſatiable. The 
more we divert ourſelves, 


the more we want diver- 
ſion; and it is eaſier to 
perſevere in a ſtate of 
tervour and penitence, 
than to recover it again 
when we have given way 

to pleaſure and relaxa- 
tion. Let us, therefore, 
watch over ourſelves, 
and abſtain from thoſe 
evaters, which will but 
encreaſe our thirſt, Let 
us keep our heart with 
care, that it be not ſedu- 
ced by the vain joys of 
the world, which will 
end only in deſpair. 


NINETEENTH DAY. 
OF Holy fears. 


1. LESSED are they 


that mourn, for they Gall 
be comforted, Matth. v. 4. 
What new kind of tears 
are theſe? (ſaith Saint 
Auſt in) they make happy 
thoſe who ſhed them. 
'This happineſs confiſts 
in being afflicted for the 
wickedneſs of the world; 

the many dangers which 
furround us, and the in- 
exhauſtible corruption 
of our own hearts. It 
is a great giſt of God, to 
fear lofing his love; to 


fear leaſt we ſhould wan- 
der from the ſtrait way. 
The ſaints ſhed tears for 
this. It is difficult to 
rejoice while one 1s in 
danger of loſing what 
one values moſt, and of 
loſing one's ſelf with it. 
It is impoſſible not be 
be afflicted, while one 
ſees nothing but vanity, 
error, offences, forget- 
fulneſs, and contempt of 
the God we love. Grief 
is due to ſo many fad 
occaſions of ſorrow ; our 
grief thall be pleaſing in 
the fight of God. He 
himſelf inſpires it: his 
love cauſes our tears to 


3 
flow, and he ſhall him - 
ſelf wipe them from our 
eyes. 

II. We hear Jeſus 
Chriſt ſay, Woe be unto 
you that laugh now, for 
ye ſhall mourn and weep. 
Moe unto you that are rich, 
for ye hawe received your 
conſolation, Luke vi. 24, 
25. and yet men ſeek 
mirth and riches. He 
alſo ſaith, Bleſſed are 
they that aweep 5 yet they 
fear nothing more than 
ſorrow. We ſhould 
grieve here, not only for 
the dangers of our own 
ſtate, but for every thing 
that 1s vain and criminal. 


Ve ſhould weep for our- 
ſelves, and for others : 
all deſerve our tears.— 

Happy the tears which 
ipring from grace, which 
make us diſreliſn theſe 
tranſitory things, and 
produce in us the deſire 
of the good things of 


tk 
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TWENTIETH DAY. 
OF wordly wiſdom. 
7 


l. 1 EE wiſdom of 
worldly - minded men 


muſt needs be great, ſince 


our Lord aſſures us, that 
it 15 greater than that of 
the children of God; 

yet with all its preten- 
ſions and fair appear— 
ances, it is fatal to thoſe 


Who follow it. This 


crooked and ſubtle wil- 
dom is moſt oppokte to 
that of God, which is 
ever plain and ſimple ; 
and what does it avail 
its profeſſors, ſecing 


4 
1 
$i 
$i 
I 
1 
$a 
J 


n b 


f 


NEE ES 


F 
SEES 


r 


Py. 


they are always taken in 
their own devices? The 
apoſtle St. James ſaith 
of this kind of wiſdom, 
that it is earthly, animal, 
(or ſenſual) and dewiliſb, 
James 111. 15. Zartblh, 
becauſe it confines its 
care to the getting or 
poſſeſſing the things of 
the earth. Animal, or 
ſenſual, becauſe it ſeeks 
only to make proviſion 
for gratifying the paſſions 
or ſenſual appetites ; and 
deviliſh, becauſe to the 
ſubtilty and penetration 
of a demon, it joins alſo 
the malice. Men ſo 
qualified, think to impoſe 
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upon others, but in the 
event, they deceive only 
themſelves. | 

II. Blind, therefore, 
are all thoſe, who think 
themſelves wiſe without 
the grace of jeſus Chriſt, 
which only can make us 


truly wiſe. They are 


like thoſe, who in a 
dream think themſelves 


awake, and believe all 


the objects they imagine, 
to be true and real: and 
while they are purſuing 


their vain projects of 


pleaſure or ambition, (ſo 
great is the infatuation 
that poſſeſſes them) they 
ſee not what lies in the 


des n 
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way before them, ſome- 
times diſgrace, always 
death, judgment, and 
eternity. Theſe great 
objects daily advance, 

and approach nearer to 
Rn men; yet they 


ce them not. Their: 


political ſeill foreſees 
every thing, but the in- 
evitable fall and annihi- 
lation of all they ſet 
their hearts upon. O 
mad and infaruated, when 
will ye open your eyes to 
the light of Jeſus Chrit, 
which diſcovers the emp- 
tineſs of all grandeur here 
below! 
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TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 
Of iruft in God. 


I. AT 7s better to truſt 


in the Lord, than to put 
confidence in man, Pſalm 
cxvlii. 8. Men are ever 
truſting to one another, 


to weak friends, to un- 


faithful ſervants; yet 
they fear to put their 
truſt and confidence in 
God. They will rely 
upon the hand-writing 


_ of ſome great man, but 
they wal: have no aſſu- 


rance in the goſpel. 'I he 
world promiſes, and they 
believe; God proteſts, 
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and they doubt whether 
they ſhould believe or 
no. What a diſreſpe& 
to him! What a miſ- 
chief to themſelves is 
this! Let us reſtore the 
true order of things, and 
regulate our confidence 
by the laws of a true 
proportion, Let us per- 
form what depends up- 
on us with moderation; 
and expect what depends 
upon God without any 
reſtriction. Let us re- 
preſs all haſtineſs of paſ- 
ſion, and all ſolicitude 
diſguiſed under the name 
of zeal ; ſo we ſhall eſta- 
bliſh ourſelves in God, 


2 


er and become like Mount 
or W Zion, which can never 
be moved. 5 
1 II. Our truſt in God, 
iS with regard to our fal- 
ne vation, ſhould be fill 
d more raiſed and firm. 7 ! 
e can do all things through 5 
e Chri/t who ftrengthens me, ; 
- faid St. Paul, upon this 4 
- MW account, Phil. iv. 13. | 


When I thought I ſhould 
be able todo every thing, 
I was incapable of doing 
p 


any thing; now that J 
deſpair of myſelf, and 
have no hope left, but in 
God, I begin to be able 
to do every thing. A 
happy weakneſs this, 


. 


vironed with that ſpecial 


pendence but upon him. 


which makes me find In 
God, what is wanting in 
myſelf. I glory in my 
infirmities, and the mii- 
fortunes of my life, be- 
cauſe they ſerve to cure 
my miſtakes concerning 
the world and myſelf 
I ought to think myſelf 
happy, that his mercifu] 
afflictions have reduced 
me to extremities; ſince 
therein I ſhall receive of 
his ſtrength, I ſhall be hid 


under his wings, and en- 


protection which he ex- 
tends to his devout chil- 
dren, who have no de- 
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TWENTV. SECOND DAY. 
Of the depth of God's 


mercy. 


F. Ho great is the 


koving-hindneſs of the Lord 
cur Ged, and his compaſ 


fra! unto ſuch as turn 


undo bim in holineſs !|— 
Eccleſ. xvii. 29. Why 
do we delay to caſt our- 
iclves into the depth of 
this abyſs? The more 
we loſe ourſelves therein 
in faith and love, the 
ſafer we be. Let us give 
ourlelves up to God, 
witnout reſerve, or ap- 
prehenſion of danger. 
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He will love us, and 
make us to love him; 
and that love enereaſing 
daily, ſhall produce in 
us all the other virtues. 
He alone ſhall fill our 
heart, which the world 
has agitated and intoxi- 
'Cated, but could never 
fill. He will take no- 
thing from us, but what 
makes us unhappy. He 
will only make us de- 
ſpiſe the world, which 
perhaps we do already. 
He will alter little in 
our actions, and only 
correct the motive of 
them, by making them 
all be referred to him- 
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ſelf. Then the moſt 
ordinary and ſeemingly 
indifferent actions ſhall 
become exerciſes of vir- 
tue, ſources of conſola- 
tion. We ſhall cheer- 
fully behold death ap- 
proach, as the beginning 
of life immortal; and as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, wwe ſhall 
not be unclothed, but cloth- 
ed upon, and mortality 


N, 2 Cor: v. 4. And 
e ſhall then diſcover the 
depth of God's mercy 


y which he has exerciſed 
f Ntowards us. 
N IT. Confider, in the 


- {Wreſence of God, the 


all be fevallowed up of . 


| 92 
effects of that infinite 
mercy which you have 
already experienced, the 
lights which Chriſt has 
given you, the good 
thoughts he has inſpired 
you with, the ſins he 
has pardoned, the dan. 
gers he has preſerved 
you from, and the ex. 
traordinary aſhſtance he 
has afforded you. En- 


deavour to excite your 


love towards. him by i 


theſe precious marks of 
his goodneſs. Add top 
theſe, the remembrance 
of the croſſes he has 
diſpenſed for your ſanc- 
tification ; for thoſe alto 
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e are the riches of his 

eÞ mercy, which you ought 1 

eto conſider as ſignal teſ- 9 

s timonies of his love. i 
oof 


— 


(I Let a ſenſe of paſt fa- 
d yours. inſpire you with 
ea truſt in him for future, 
- Learn from theſe, that 
d he has loved you too 
much not to love you ſtil], 
e Diftruſt not him, but 
„only yourſelf. Remem- 
ar ber that, as bis apoſtle 
ſpeaks, He is the Father 
of of mercies, and God of all 
to conſolation, 1 
e He ſometimes ſeparates 
9 theſe two: his con/olations 
c- are withdrawn, but his 
lo mercies ſtill continue. 
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He takes away what is 
ſweet and ſenſible in 
grace, becauſe you want 
to be humbled and pu- 
niſhed for having ſought 
conſolation elfewhere. 
Such chaſtiſement is 


fill a new depth of his 


mercy. 
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TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 


Of the eaſineſs of Ly . 
. 


HR Y yoke is eaſy, and 

my burden light, Matth. 
xi. 30. Let not the name 
of yoke deter us, for *tis 
the yoke of Chriſt, and 


he helps us to bear it; 
he makes us love it; 
he endears it to us by 
the inward charms of 
righteouſneſs and truth. 
He. gives a diſguſt for 
falſe pleaſure, and ren- 
ders the practice of vir- 
tue delightful. He ſup- 
ports the man againft 
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himſelf, frees him from 
e corruption, and 
makes him ſtrong not- 
1 withſtanding his weak- 
2 neſs. What feareſt thou, 
7 O man of little faith? 
let God exert himſelf in 
thee. Abandon thyſelf 
to him. You ſhall ſuf. 
fer, but you ſhall ſuffer 
with love and inward 
tranquility, You ſhall 
fight, but you ſhall gain 
the victory: the Lord 
himlelf ſhall fight for 
you, and reward your 
ſucceſs. You ſhall weep, 
but your tears ſhall be 
pleaſing, and God ſhall 
himſelf wipe them from 
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your eyes. You ſhall be 
retrained from foliowing 
- your paſſions, but after 


Ja free ſacrifice of your. 


„liberty, you will find 
another kind of liberty, 
ni unknown to the world, 
I and more valuable than 
- | univerſal empire. 

II. What blindneſs is 
dit to fear engaging too 


we love him, the more 
we ſhall love his com- 
mandments. Tnat love 
will comfort us in loſſes, 
ſweeten our croſſes, ſet 
s free from all other 
dangerous affections, 
0:\Wmake us ſee even thro? 
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u orld? 


go 
a cloud of afflictions the 
mercy that diſpenſes 88 
them to us, and make us 


diſcover in death itſelf 


eternal glory and bliſs. 
What then are we afraid 
F? Can we have too 
much of God? Is it a 
misfortune to be freed 
from the heavy voke of 
the world, and to bear 
the light burthen of Jetus 
Chriſt? Do we fear to 
be too happy, too much 
delivered from ourſelves, 
from the caprices of ou 
pride, the violence 0 
our paſſions, and th 
tyranny. of this deceitf. 


TW ENTY-FOURTH DAY« 
Of falſe liberty. 


J. \ HERE the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is 
liberty, 2 Cor. iii. 17. 
The love of liberty is one 


of the moſt dangerous 


paſions of the heart of 
man, and it happens 


with this, as with the 


ret of the paſſions, it 
deceives thoie who fol- 
low it; and inſtead of 
true liberty, 1t reduces 
them to the hardeſt and 
moſt infamous ſervitude, 
for what elſe can we call 
the life of worldly men? 


IT 
e 


What do they endure to 
obtain and preſerve the 
good opinion of thoſe 
whom at the ſame time 
they deſpiſe ? Wnat 
trouble have they to ſti- 
fe thoſe paſſions, We 
they would controul, 
and gratify thoſe which 
they would indulge, to 


Hide their ane vexa- 


tions, and ſave e 
ances ? ls this the liber- 
ty we are ſo fond of, 
and which we are 16 


und 1 to ſacriſice to 


God? ere 15 this li. 
berty to * found? I W ſce 
nothing but conſtratot, 
but baſe and unwort/) 


101 


ſubjection, but a wretch- 
ed neceiity of diſguiſing 
ourſelves; we refuſe our- 
ſelves to God, who de- 
fires us only to fave us, 
and we give ourſelves up 
to the world, which can 
only enſlave and raia us. 

II. It is thought, the 
men of the wor'd do 
nothing but what plcaſes 
them, becauſe they have 
a reliſh for the paſſions 
they indulge; but thoſe 
who think this, do not 
conſider the irkſomeneſs, 
the loathings and dilap- 
pointments, inſeparable 
from a purſuit of plea- 
ſure; and the many con- 
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Ls 
traditions and mortifica- 
tions which attend tho 
greateſt preferments. The 
outſide appears pleaſing, 
but within is vexation 
and diſquiet, Men think 
freedom conſiſts in de- 
pending on no body but 
one's ſelf; this is an ex- 


travagant miſtake; there 


is no ſuch ſtate, there 1s 
no condition, wherein a 
man does not depend on 
many others, whe! ein he 
is not more obliged to 
follo their fancies than 
his own. All the com- 
merce of life is a perpe- 
tual confinement by the 


laws of good breeding, 


103 
and the neceſſity of hu- 
ouring others; and be- 
ſides, our own paſſions 
are the worſt of tyrants: 
if you obey them but by 
halves, tis a perpetual 
ſtrife and conteit v ithin; 


and if vou quit. give up 


yourſeff to them, tis 
horrid to think to what 
extremities they will 
lead. May God preſerve 
us from that fatal ſlavery, 
which the mad preſump- 
tion of mar calls liberty! 


Liberty 15 to be 8 


only in him; Bis truth 
Gall ji r us free, a and make 


us experience, that to 


erve him is to reign, 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 


O ＋ the perfect aevoting 
curſelwes to Gad. 


ORD, what woulde/? 
thou have me to do f— 
Twas St. Paul's enquiry 
when he was ſtruck to 
the earth by miracic, and 
converted by the gracæ 
of that Jeſus. whom he 
had perſecuted, Alas! 
how often have we per- 
ſeeuted him by our infi- 
ddlelities, our humours, 
and our paſſions, which 
have withſtood the works 
Of1135 mercy inour hearts“ 
At laſt he has ſtruck us 
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down by tribulation; he 
has cruſhed our pride; 
he has confounded our 
worldly wiſdom ; and 
put felf-love into a con- 
ſternation. Let us now, 
therefore, ſay to him with 
a perfect reſignation, 
Lord, what wouldeji thou 
hawe me to do? Hitherto 
my return to thee has 
been very defective. I 
have uſed many evaſions, 
and endeavoured to fave 
all I could from the total 
facrifice which I ought to 
make to thee. But I am 
now better diſpoted, and 
defire that thou mayeſt 
become the abſolute maſ- 
ter of my life and actions. 
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II. Nor is it ir fafficie nt, 
that the oblation we —_ 
to God be univerſal ; 

of no ſcrvice, 1" 10 
continues looſe and un- 
certain, without deſcend- 
ing to particulars, and 


belug ratiſied by practice. 


Good purpoſes colt no- 
thing, and are worth no- 
thing, if we do not put 
them in execution. We 
mutt defire our 3 
with greater earneſtneſs 

than we ever got. pu & 
temporal good, and no 

do leis for God, than we 
have already done ior the 
world, Let us ſearch our 
hearts: am I determined 
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to ſacrifice to God my 
ſtricteſt triendſhips, my 
meſt confirmed habits, 
my moſt prevalent incli- 


nations, and moſt agree- 


able diverſions! ? 
WD DL? 
 TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 


Of the terms men would 
make with God, 


I. Hos long will ye 


halt betaveen tave opinions? 
1 Kings, xviil. 21. No 
man can ferve taube maj- 
ters, Matt. vi. 24. Men 
know, if they would be 
ſaved, they muſt love 


and ſerve God: but they 
would fain ſeparate from 
that love, and that ſer- 
vice, whatever 1s bur- 
thenſome ; and leave on- 
ly what they like. They 
would ferve him upon 
the terms of giving him 
oaly words and ceremo- 
nies, and of thoſe cere- 
monies, only ſuch as are 
not too long and tedious. 
They would love him 
upon the terms of lov- 
ing, with him, and per- 
haps above him, things 
which he has forbidden 
and condemned. They 
would love him upon 
the terms of diminiſhing 
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nothing in that blind 
ſeif-love, where by, in- 
ſtead of referring them- 
ſelves to God, by hom, 
and for whom they ex- 
iſt, they, on the contra- 
ry, refer God to them- 
ſelves, and betake them- ' 
ſelves to him only, as a 
ſource of comfort. when 
the creatures fail them. 
They would ſerve him 
and love him upon the 
terms of being ſometimes 
aſhamed of him, and not 
venturing to give him 
any more than the world 
ſhail allow and approve 
of, What kind of loye 
and ſervice is this? 


| 110 
II. God will admit 


no other terms with us, 


but thoſe which we co- 
venanted in our baptiſm, 
wherein we promiſed to 
renounce. the world for. 

is fake. His firſt and 
great commandment re- 
quires that we ſhould 
iove lim unreſcrvedly 
with our whole heart, 
and mind, and ſtrength. 
Can he be ſaid tr: aly to 
love God, who pays a 
great deference to the 
world bis adverſary, a- 
gainſt which he has de- 
nounced ſo ma ny Judg- 
ments? Can he be ſaid 
to love God, who 1s 


111 
afraid of knowing him 
too much, leſt he ſhould 


0 

n be too far engaged in his 
ſervice? Can he be ſaid 
| to love God, who ſatis- 


fes himſelf with not af- 
fronting him, and takes 
no pains to ple: aſe him, 
nor is zealous for an op- 
portunity to ſerve him? 
God ſets no limits to his 
love towards us, and, 
therefore, our returns to 
him ſhould be of - tle 


{ame natare. 
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*CWENTY-SEVENTEH 
DAY. 


Of pending our time el. 


LA JET us do good ail 
abe Have time, Gal. vi. 10. 
7 he night cometh in which 
ns man can work, John 
ix. 4. Time is precious, 
but men know not its 
true value; nor will they 
learn it, till it is too late. 
Our friends aſk it of us, 
and We beſtow it as if it 
were nothing worth: nay, 
ſometimes it is a burden 
we want to get rid of; 

et the day will come, 
when we ſhall think one 
grarter of an hour more 
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valuable than all the trea- 
ſures of the earth. God, 
moſt liberal and bounte- 
ons of all other things, 
teaches us, by the frugal 
diſpenſation of provi- 
dence, how careful we 
ought to be to make a 


good ule of time, becauſe. 


he never gives us two 
moments together, nor 
grants us a fecond, til! he 
has withdrawn the , 
ſtill keeping the ird in 
his own hand, ſo that we 
are in a perfect uncer- 

tainty whether we ſhall 
have it or no. Iime 15 
given us to 5 lar 


eternity, and cicriity 
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will-not be too ny to 
regret our loſt time, if 
we have made an ill uſe 
of 1 IT. 

II. All our life, as 
well as our heart, 1s due 
to God: they are neither 
of them too much for 
him. He gave them on- 
ly, that we might love 
and ſerve him. Let us, 
there fore, rob him of no 
thing, We cannot every 
moment do great matters 
tor him, but we may al- 
ways do what is proper 
for our condition. To be 
ſilent, to ſuffer, to pray, 
when there is no room 


for outward action, is an 
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acceptable offering to 


God. A diſappointment, 
a contradiction, an injury 
received and endured for 
God's ſake, is of as much 


value as a long prayer; 


and the time is not loit, 
which 1s ſpert in the 
practice of meekneſs and 
patience. But for this 
we muſt be cautious, that 
thoſe interruptions do not 
happen by our own fault. 
Thus we ſhould regulate 

our life, and redeen the 
time, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 
flying from tl e world, its 
vain amuſements, uſeleſs 


correſpondencies, and 


unprofitable converſati- 
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ons, which ſerve only tn 
diſipate our minds, and 
indu!ge our ſelf-love. By 
2g © - 11 * * 
theſe means we ſhall fad 
time for the ſervice of 
God: all that is ſpent 
otherwile is loſt. 
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TWENTY-EIGETH DAY. 


Of the preſence of God. 


J. N 5 LK before me, 


aud be thou perfect, Gen, 
xvii. 1, They are the 
words of God to Ahra— 
ham, inſtru ting us, that 
to hve 1n the preſence 
ol God is the way to 


perfection. We never 


depurt from that way, 


dat by loling fight of 


God, and forgetting our 


dependance upon him. 


God is the light Dy 
which we ſee, and the 
end at which we ſhould 


aim. In all the buſineſs 
and events of life, we 
ſnould conſide r only the 


order of his pro vidence, 
and Lo (hall maintain 
a ſenſe of his preſence 
in the mid} of our bu- 


ſineſs, as long as we 


have no otter intention 
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in performing it, bu 
purely that of obeying 


nl m. 


ay [ _ 1 4 
r ag, SEO 1 
I * > Le ed f SHY ST, l 
MX N ROOTS r Wa * Ms; 
CC 
N q AED TS LEY 1 
y 0 


118 


II. I will lift up min 
eyes to the hills, fren 
avhence cometh my bel, 
Pſalm cxx1. 1. Looking 
only to our feet, wil 
not be ſuſficient to de- 
liver us from the many 
ſnares that ſurround us; 
the danger, indeed, i; 
below, but the delivyer- 
ance can come only from 
above; thither muſt we 
lift up our eyes to him, 
from whom our help 
cometh. Our enemies 
encompaſs us. inceRant- 
iv ; nor are we in leſs 
dinger from within, by 
reaſon of our infirmity: 
we have no hope but in 
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jeſus Chriſt, Who has 
overcome the world for 
himſelf and for us: his 
omnipotence will W 
our infirmities. 


. , 


TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 


J 1 1 
O7 the Inve ave ought 0 


have for God. 


4 W HOM have 1 


in keeven but thee ? and 
there is none on earth that 
I defire beſide thee, Pſalm 
Ixxiii. 25. When we 
ſay to God, that we love 
him with all our hearr, 
is often a mere fort of 
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words, without truth or 


meaning. Men learn it G 
wen they are young, e 
and they continue to ule to 
it when they are grown l 
up, without thinking of is 
what they ſay. Lo love I V 
God, is to have no other I ſe 
will but his; to keen, 

faithfally his law, and E 
have in abhorrence all || L 
violation of it. To loves ee 
God, is to love what if 


Chriſt loved, poverty, 
humiliations, and ſuSer- 
ings; it is to hate what 
he hated, the _ and 
its vanities: Can we. be 
{aid to love an object 
which we do not dcire 
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to reſemble? To love 
God, is to deſire to con- 

erſe with him, to with 
to go to him, to ſigh and 
lar guiſh after him. That 
is but a feigned love, 
which does not deſire to 
ſee the Beloved. | 

II. Our Lord came 20 
bring fire upon the earth, 
Luke x11. 49. and defir- 
ed that fire might over- 
ſpread it. Yet men live 
in a deadly coldneſs and 
indifference. They love 
money, buildings, titles, 
and a chimera they call 
reputation; they love e 
ven the meaneſt and moſt 
eontemptible things; but 
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divine love rarely fin: 
a place in their hearts, 
Do thou, O Lord, Vin- 
dicate thy right in us, 
notwithitanding Our in— 
fidelities : let the fire of 
thy ove extingiuſn all 
other fires. What can 
we ſee lovely out of 
thee, which 15 not to be 
found in its full perfec- 
tion in thee, O thou 
fountain of all good 
Grant us but the grace 
to love thee, and ue 
ſhall then love thee only, 
thee eternally, 


A, 
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ls THIRTIETH DAY. i 
55 Seatiments of” divine love, 


eg I. O God of my heart, 
of and my portion for eve, 
I BPſal. Ixxii. 26. Can we 
an know Thee, and not love 
off Thee, Thee who ſur— 
e Fpaſſeſt all that created 
c Inatures can comprehend, 
ou in beauty, in greatneſs, 
1 in power, in goodneſs, 
ceſin liberality, in magnifi- 
cence, in every kind of 
perfection, and (which 
moſt nearly affects me) 
in love for me? It 
hould ſeem, that an aw- 
ul reverence, and the 


diſtance there is between 
us, ſhouid flop me: but 
thou permitteſt me, . 
25 too little to ſay, thou 
commandeſt ine to love 
*ee. Aſter this, Lord, 
I cannot contain: We 
I am quite tranſported. 
O ſacred love, who had 
wounded my heart, come 
to cure it, or rather, to 
make the wcund more 
deep and ſenſible. Wich. 
draw me from all the 
creatures, they are grie- 
vous to me, thou alon: 
ſufficeſt me; I dehir 
nothing but thee. 

II. What! ſhall 1t be 
faid, that vain lover 


ISI 
here below carry their 


een 
but extravagant paſſion to an 
hal exceſs of delicacy ; and 


art thou to be loved but 
feebly, and with Itmita- 


di tion? No, my God, pro- 
0, phane love ought not to 
ed. excel the divine. Shew 
il what thou canſt do in a 


me heart wholly devoted to 
to thee. Thou haſt full ac- 
ore ceſs to it, thou knoweſt 
th. all its ſprings, and what 
til thy grace is Capable of 
ie exciting in it. Thou 
"Y ex pecteſt only conſent, 
1: and the ſurrender of my 
free will. I give thee 
both -a thouſand and a 


thouſand times. Accept 


126 
them, O Lord, exert in 


them thy divine power: 


fire me, conſume me.— 
Poor and feeble creature 
as I am, 1 have nothing 
to give thee, but my love. 
Do thou encreaſe it, 0 
Lord, and make it wor- 
thy of thee. © (867-3 
were capable af doing 
great things for thy fake! 
O that I had ſome great 
ſacrifice to make to thee! 
But all that I can do is 
nothing. To ſigh, to 
l2nguiſh, to love, to die, 
that I might love more, 
is all IJ henceforth deſtre. 
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ON THE WORDS; 


Lord, teach us to pray, 
Luke x1. 1. 


(I tow I know not 


what I ſhould afk of thee. 


Thou only knoweſt what 


I want: and thou loveſt 
me better than I can love 
myſelf, O Lord, give 
to me, thy child, what 
is proper, whatſover it 
may be. I dare not af: 
either croſſes or comforts, 
I only prefent myſelf be- 
fore thee: I open my 
heart to thee, Behold 
my wants, which I am 
ignorant of: but do thou 


ehold, and do according 
to thy mercy. Smite, or 
heal! Depreis me, or 
raiſe me up: I adore all 
thy purpoſes, without 
knowing them: IL. am 
filent, IJ offer myſelf in 
ſacriſice. I abandon my- 
ſelf to thee. No more 
any defire, but to accom- 


pliſn thy will. Teach 
me to pray. Pray thou 
thyſelf in me. 


